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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Thank you to all those who have been 
doing incredible work over the past month 
to celebrate Holy Week and Easter, and to 
continue the various ministries of St. John’s. 
Special thanks go to Tina for all her work 

behind the scenes to keep everything organized, Ron for pulling together 
so many talented musicians and leading them as they lead us in worship, 
and Woody for keeping the facilities prepared for all our activities. 
So many people contributed their gifts to make Holy Week services 
particularly beautiful and meaningful. I am grateful to all of you.

Thank you, too, to all those who assisted with the community lunch 
in the midst of Holy Week and who continue to feed our clients at ECS 
in the midst of a time of transition. Your dedication makes a difference! I 
also want to thank those who are working on revisioning our youth and 
family ministries. I look forward to our work as we find ways to pass on 
the faith in our changing world. 

I’d invite you to two events coming up St. John’s the first two Sundays 
of May.  On May 5th, we will be recognizing our young people and the 
teachers that have been working with them. One of their projects this 
year has been writing an icon, and I look forward to seeing the completed 
works. Then, on May 12th, we will be honoring our Musical Scholars. 
Please join us for the service and a light reception that will recognize our 
singers and welcome their families, as well. 

May God continue to bless you,

Adam

COMING IN JUNE:

HOLY WEEK 2019:

Diocesan Summer Camp
Summer Camp 2019: Armor of God

Dates: June 9-15

Location: Camp Nazareth in Mercer, PA

Ages: Youth who have finished 2nd grade-12th grade

Cost per camper: $280, down from full rate  
of $350 due to a $70 diocesan scholarship per camper
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St. John’s Person  
of the Month
Congratulations to Mr. Eric 
Hetson who is this month’s 
celebrated Parishioner.

Congratulations to Mr. Eric Hetson, 
our celebrated Parishioner of the month. 
If you have attended the 8 am service 
or our Wednesday Evening Eucharist 
service, you’ve probably had the chance 
to meet him. Did you know he is also 
a blacksmith and he designed and created our new railing back 
in the columbarium? Eric’s ministry also extends Christ’s love beyond these 
four walls through his nursing career. Our St. John’s family is blessed by his 
presence. Thank You Eric for choosing to worship with us and supporting our 
work and mission! 

ATTENTION 
CLASS OF 2019
In the JUNE NEWSLETTER, we will publish 
the 2019 graduating class from St. Johns 
Parish. If you have a student graduating from 
high school or college and would like to have 
their information listed, please e-mail his/her 
name, school and future plans 
along with a photo to the Parish 
office. All information must be 
received by May 15. Any questions, 
please contact Tina in the office.

A Special Thanks To:
• Ann Sutley for making the palm crosses.

• Rhonda Koborie, Barb Lipinski, and Heidi Marshall for coordinating 
the ordering and decorating with the Easter flowers.

• Marilyn Gozik for all the many things that she does around St. John’s.

• Ron, St. Johns Choir, Musical Scholars, First United Methodist’s Choir, 
and to the brass members: Britannie and Kevin Schneider, Cody Ortz, 
and Sean Evanick for providing such inspirational music for our Easter 
services.

• St. John’s Altar Guild members that worked overtime during  
Holy Week.

• Rich Billioni for cleaning the brass and altar cleaning.

• Ann Sutley, Ada Ehrlich, and Heather Sutley for placing the veils over 
the crosses during the Lenten season and Holy Week.

• Madge Tamber, Barb Lipinski, Katie Tingler and Rhonda Koborie and 
volunteers who set-up & cleaned-up for such a wonderful reception 
following the Easter Vigil, and to the folks who donated food for the 
reception.

Memos from the 
Parish Office:

The Parish Office Will Be Closed on Monday, May 27  
in observance of Memorial Day.

Parish Summer Office Hours begin on Tuesday, May 28                                                                        
9am-Noon (closed for lunch) 1-4pm

The deadline to submit articles for the 
June 2019 newsletter will be Wednesday, May 15.  

Please e-mail articles to the church at: stjohnssharon.org

PLEASE NOTE:  
Until further notice, St. John’s cannot receive faxes.
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From Our Music 
Director, Ron Gracilla

Dear friends and parishioners,

I think it’s well in order to thank our special 
musicians for their Easter Vigil and Resurrection Sunday service. Our 
trombonists Kevin and Brittanie Schneider, and trumpeters Cody Ortz 
and Sean Evanick brought a dramatic specialness to our services that 
really spoke out this year. But don’t forget our dedicated choir members 
and Music Scholars who attended and participated in all the Holy Week 
services. St. John’s is so blessed to have them here offering up their talents, 
spirit and song. Our choir season continues through Trinity Sunday.

Just because Easter Sunday is over, let me reassure you that we still 
have some truly inspiring anthems yet to offer.  On April 28, the 2nd 
Sunday of Easter, the Scholar Ladies will sing “Pie Jesu”, in a plea for 
mercy as we explore our own doubts and fears on “Doubting Thomas 
Sunday”.  When Jesus teaches us to cast our nets and feed His lambs, 
the whole choir offers “Lead Gently, Lord” a rich SATB work by Clif 
Cason on the 3rd Sunday.  The next three Sundays are filled with more 
contemporary and sublime pieces with “The Lord is my Shepherd” 
from “The Vicar of Dibley” fame, John Rutter’s “For The Beauty of The 
Earth” and a reprise of the deeply heart tugging “What is Love” from our 
Maundy Thursday service that features scholar Jarred McKendrick on 
cello.

So as Spring continues to bring birds, flowers and new life, I welcome 
you to continue to drink in the richly spiritual musical offerings St. John’s 
Choir has to offer.  Bring a friend! I know you will be glad you had a 
chance to share in the bounty.

Be at peace, Ron Gracilla, Jr.

Dear St. John’s Parishioners,

Thank you so much on behal
f of the chil

dren and sta
ff 

of the Sharon City School District for t
he donation 

of new socks!  It is amazing to know that something 

so basic is a 
major need fo

r our kids.  The smiles on 

their faces 
when they re

ceive a fres
h new pair of 

socks, is worth it all.

Thanks again!

Michael Calla 

Superintenden
t, SCSD

Dear Father Adam and Tina, As District Coordinator of the Mercer County 

AARP Tax-Aide Program, I want to express our 

great appreciation and gratitude for being able to use 

your excellent facility in which to prepare taxes for 

our program this year.  It was a great location for us 

and for our clients.  It was a great facility but, more 

importantly, you and your staff were so easy to work 

with. Thank you.
Mary Ellen BayukAARP Tax-Aide ProgramDistrict 10 Mercer County Coordinator
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Musical Scholars Reception
Please join us on Sunday, May 12th at the 10:00am service when we will 
recognize the initial class of our St. John’s Musical Scholars. We will be 
providing them with a St. John’s Musical Scholars pin that they can wear 
on their school choir robes and graduation robes, as well as thanking them 
for their work this year. Then join us after the service for a reception in the 
lounge to honor our young singers and welcome their parents and families.St. John’s Sunday School  

and Kids News
A big YAY! to our Sunday school kids, who raised enough funds with their 
Lenten Mite Boxes to purchase FOUR Beehives through The Heifer Project.  
This gift has the potential to change the lives of 27 families, by providing a 
steady income from the sale of honey, bee pollen & beeswax, expanding a 
harvest through bee pollination, and eventually, the sale or gift of hives to 
other families. Way to go St. John’s Kids!

BIBLE & YOUTH SUNDAY will be May 5th.  Our young people will assist 
in both the 8:00 & 10:00 services. We will be displaying posters that the kids 
made to illustrate a Bible verse that they memorized, along with icons painted 
by the Tween Class, assisted by Donna Billioni. Come & see what our kids 
have been learning this year!

PLEASE NOTE: There is NO Sunday school on Sunday, May 12, and the last 
day of Sunday school this year is May 19th.

On May 19th St. John’s Kids will be traveling to Putt-Putt in Niles. This 
is one of the few remaining actual Putt-Putt courses in the world. Please let 
Miss Sherri or Mrs. P know ASAP if your child will be attending so that we 
can be sure to have sufficient transportation. We will have lunch here at the 
church after the 10:00 service, and kids can be picked up AT the church later 
in the afternoon.

Sock Challenge  
Results are In
The final tally is in, and the 10:00 service 
won the Sock Challenge, bringing in 568 
pairs to 452 pairs from the 8:00 service, for 
a total of 1020 pair. This FAR exceeded our 
hopes when we began this challenge. 

So far, the generosity of our parishioners 
has benefited Joshua’s Haven, Sharon City 
& Farrell City Schools & the Guardians 
Nest Veteran’s Center.

Thank you, thank you, to all of you!

ST. JOHN’S FAMILY KITCHEN SERVING 
THE FREE COMMUNITY LUNCH:

NEXT COOKING DAY: Thursday, May 16; 5:00 pm 
SERVING DAY: Saturday, May 18 

WRAP SILVERWARE & FINAL FOOD PREPARATION: 9:00-10:00 am 
SERVING/CLEAN-UP: 11:00 am-1:30 pm

Many hands make light work and more fun. Come join us. 
Any questions call Madge Tamber 724-662-4367
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